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On technical and ratio measures 

as social indicators for use in area-based programmes. paper 

examines the of area-based social indicators examines 

some value-laden issues which must be the 

is to form a viable and alternative. 

The aims and scope of paper are best 

some the processes in 

in a context. These are 

clear statement purpose, 

consideration the and of the 

unmeasurable which are 

Choice of 

desirable alternatives 

and the limitations of the statistic 

to value , inherent errors scale 

relevance, etc., 
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second of these processes. paper 
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consideration 

and the 
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feel social 
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and immediate need social indicator 

when 

academic 

do 

them 
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measures 

technical 

Other v.u••v.z.,s: .~.....,. ... studies have found even 

known that the use of absolute 

numbers in introduces a bias towards 

It is 

Ratio measures 

used to standardise data units 

and to facilitate reservations 

which tend 

over the use of ratio measures 

1975 

more extreme values in small 

ones in 

Holtermann in her in Great 

notes extent or has been 

householdsmeasured 

it is standard , this bias towards 

inclusion of smaller EDs those few households persons 

this will have affected our results because there a fair 

amount of variation in the size of EDs. EDs in the cities tend to 

than the Great Britain average, and EDs in 

the bias works the inclusion EDs from the cities 

and Wales and towards the inclusion of those Scotland. Tbe 

alternative was to rank EDs absolute numbers which 

would have worked the smaller so 

correct method 

more 

since these include 

use 

wide 

The limitations ratio-measures become 

constant areal units, as 

range sizes. 

squares, 
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appears be a 

between ratios absolute numbers 
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while the distribution of values 
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remained different levels of data 
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resear-ch 

two dUferent chi-
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MacMahon Howe others 
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for 
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her defi.nition was their atlas 

of differences ir.relevant for 

the based on 
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tends 

correlated 

derived from 

which 

a measurement 

classification and 

measure 

data. 

social 

an what HU:im 
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and individual 


concentration resources in these •worst areas 

the of 

p. 156 and has 

area-based 

to Holter:mann p. 

persons and Basaett, 

much confidence in the of 

33-34). 

belief 
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wherein 
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These that e. context 
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the first and :most 
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The issue in 

the formulation Since 

area-based programmes are 

indicators must 

whole 

standards in 

use local 

use ofnational 

measure to 

oriented the 

basis of for 

tolerable in 

a state of deffnition it 

may arise author 

measure 

becomes norms 

is the 

For reasons, restrictions, 

are 

These are 

released for 

a and 
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their 
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in data 

paperthus the of 

outlined some technical and 

ratio-measures as area-based social indicators~ 

one of the statistical 

based 
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all three statistical 

It works well with data 
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prove difficult when data refer areal 

of socio-economic and 

than a statistical average. 
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