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                        Abstract

                        We examine the ability of intergroup contact to ameliorate intergroup relationship in an entrepreneurial and developing world context. Specifically, we provide a simple decision model of how an entrepreneur chooses to invest time to extend their professional network. The model accommodates two distinct channels, and generates alternative predictions based upon which is activated by intergroup contact. One is the knowledge of the necessary time investment to forge a network connection with a member of another group and the second is the preference driven disutility of that time spent with that individual. We then employ randomized experiments to test whether actual and imagined contact effectively reduces prejudice between indigenous Malawian shopkeepers, and their Chinese migrant counterparts and test the stability of these changes over time. Actual contact produced differing results. Local Malawians’ attitude towards Chinese migrants did not improve, but their willingness-to-spend time with them did. In contrast, actual contact led to improvement in the Chinese migrants’ attitude toward local Malawians, but did not increase their willingness-to-spend time with them. These effects persisted over a time period of at least ten days. Imagined contact had no impact on Malawians’ attitude towards or willingness to spend time with Chinese migrants. These results are consistent with contact activating informational channels more so than preference ones.
 
                    

                
                                    
                        Citation

                        
                            Smyth, R., Gu, J., Mueller, A., Nielson, I., & Shachat, J. (2019). Improving intergroup relations through actual and imagined contact: Field experiments with Malawian shopkeepers and Chinese migrants. Economic Development and Cultural Change, 68(1), 273-303. https://doi.org/10.1086/700569
                        

                    

                
                	Journal Article Type	Article
	Acceptance Date	Dec 31, 2017
	Online Publication Date	Sep 24, 2018
	Publication Date	Oct 31, 2019
	Deposit Date	Jan 26, 2018
	Publicly Available Date	Apr 10, 2024
	Journal	Economic Development and Cultural Change
	Print ISSN	0013-0079
	Electronic ISSN	1539-2988
	Publisher	The University of Chicago Press
	Peer Reviewed	Peer Reviewed
	Volume	68
	Issue	1
	Pages	273-303
	DOI	https://doi.org/10.1086/700569
	Public URL	https://durham-repository.worktribe.com/output/1340081


            


            

                
                
                
                
                    
                        Files


                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Accepted Journal Article
                                                        (1.1 Mb)
                                                        

                                                        PDF
                                                    


                                                    
                                                        
                                                            
                                                                 Download
                                                            
                                                                                                                            
                                                                     Preview
                                                                
                                                                                                                    

                                                    

                                                    
                                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                            Copyright Statement

                                                            © 2018 by The University of Chicago.
                                                        

                                                    
                                                    
                                                                                                    

                                            


                                        
                                    


                                                                            
    

    

        
            

        
    

    
    

                                    
                                                                

                                                                        

                
                
                                    
                        Organisation(s)

                        	
                                    
                                        Department of Economics
                                    
                                


                    
                
                 
                
                
                                    
                        Research Centres


                        	Centre for Experimental Methods and Behavioural Research


                    

                    

                
                
                
                


                
                
                
                    You might also like


                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Speed traps: Algorithmic trader performance under alternative  market balances and structures
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            On the generalizability of using mobile devices to conduct economic experiments
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            A test of the Modigliani-Miller theorem, dividend policy and algorithmic arbitrage in experimental asset markets
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Arbitrage bots in experimental asset markets
                                         (2022)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Are you experienced? How the time spacing of traders' market experience impacts bubble formation in experimental asset markets
                                         (2022)
                                        

                                        Book Chapter
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    
                    



                
                Downloadable Citations


                
                                            
                            
                                
                                HTML

                            

                        

                                        
                        
                            
                            BIB

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            RTF

                        

                    

                                    

            


        
    







    
        
            Durham Research Online (DRO) Powered by Worktribe |
            Accessibility
        

    





    

    
        
            About Durham Research Online (DRO)

            
        

        

                            Administrator e-mail: dro.admin@durham.ac.uk

            
            


            This application uses the following open-source libraries:


            


            SheetJS Community Edition

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            PDF.js

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            Font Awesome

            SIL OFL 1.1 (http://scripts.sil.org/OFL)

            MIT License (http://opensource.org/licenses/mit-license.html)

            CC BY 3.0 ( http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/)


            



        
        
            Powered by Worktribe  © 2024

        

    





    

    
        
            Advanced Search

            
        


        

            

                

                Durham Research Online (DRO) ID

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Name

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Year
        
                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Keywords

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Faculties and Departments
                    
                
                    
                        Academic Office
Accommodation & Commercial Services
Advanced Research Computing
Careers and Enterprise
Colleges
Colleges & Student Experience Division
Computing and Information Services
Department of Accounting
Department of Anthropology
Department of Archaeology
Department of Biosciences
Department of Chemistry
Department of Classics & Ancient History
Department of Computer Science
Department of Earth Sciences
Department of Economics
Department of Engineering
Department of English Studies
Department of Finance
Department of Geography
Department of History
Department of Management and Marketing
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Department of Music
Department of Philosophy
Department of Physics
Department of Psychology
Department of Sociology
Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Department of Theology and Religion
Development and Alumni Relations
Durham Centre for Academic Development
Durham Law School
Durham University
Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Estates and Facilities
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Faculty of Business
Faculty of Science
Faculty of Social Sciences and Health
Finance
Finance and Procurement Services
Global Engagement
Governance Support Services
HR & OD
International Office
Legal Services
Marketing and Communications
Office of Vice Provost (Research)
PVC Colleges and Student Experience Office
PVC EDI Division
PVC Global Division
Procurement Services
Professional Services
Provost Division
Provost's Office
Recruitment and Admissions
Research & Innovation Services
Research Institutes
School of Education
School of Government & International Affairs
School of Modern Languages and Cultures
Strategic Planning & Insight Office
Strategy Delivery Unit
Student Support & Wellbeing Directorate
University Assurance Service
University Library and Collections
University Secretary
University Secretary's Office
Vice-Chancellor
Vice-Chancellor's Office
Vice-Provost Education Division
Vice-Provost Research Division


                    

                


                
                Type
                    
                
                    
                        Book
Book Chapter
Conference Proceeding
Dataset
Digital Artefact
Exhibition / Performance
Journal Article
Other
Patent
Physical Artefact
Presentation / Conference
Report
Thesis
Working Paper


                    

                


                
                Publication Status
                    
                
                    
                        Submitted
Accepted
In Press
Published
Unpublished


                    

                


                
                Journal or Publication Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Order the results
                
                
                    
                        
                            By last modified (most recent first)
By last modified (oldest first)
By year (most recent first)
By year (oldest first)
By title


                        

                    

                


            


        
        
            
                
                    Search
                

            

        

    








