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                        Abstract

                        Background: Postnatal depression affects the emotional state of mothers and the quality of mother–infant interaction. Method: Touch behaviour and content of child-directed speech were analysed for 72 mothers and their infants during pleasurable play. Infants (18) of mothers with depressed mood and 18 controls were seen when they were 6 months old; and 18 infants of mothers with depressed mood and 18 controls were seen when they were 10 months old. Results: Depressed mothers in comparison with non-depressed mothers lifted their infants more, restraining their behaviours. Infants of depressed mothers in contrast to infants of non-depressed mothers spent greater periods of time in touching self rather than mother or toy, compensating for the lack of positive touch from their mothers. Mothers with depressed mood of 6-month-old infants included fewer affective and informative features in their speech than their controls. Non-depressed mothers of younger babies showed a higher use of affective features when compared with non-depressed mothers of older infants. In contrast, depressed mothers of 6- and 10-month-old babies showed similar frequencies of affect-salient speech during interactions in spite of their infants' changing developmental demands. Limitations: Mothers in this study were only mildly depressed, as assessed by the Edinburgh Postnatal Depression Scale (EPDS). Nevertheless, the findings indicate that mothers with depressive symptoms differ from non-depressed mothers in relation to touch and content of speech when interacting with their infants. Conclusions: These results suggest that postnatal depression may influence touch behaviour as well as the affective and informative content of maternal speech. The effect is that mothers with depressed mood in comparison with non-depressed mothers touch their infants more negatively and their speech is less well adjusted concerning the amount of emotional vs. information-related content thereby preventing depressed mothers from responding effectively to their infants' developmental needs.
 
                    

                
                                    
                        Citation

                        
                            Herrera, E., Reissland, N., & Shepherd, J. (2004). Maternal touch and maternal child-directed speech: effects of depressed mood in the postnatal period. Journal of Affective Disorders, 81(1), 29-39. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2003.07.001
                        

                    

                
                	Journal Article Type	Article
	Publication Date	Jul 1, 2004
	Deposit Date	Feb 25, 2009
	Publicly Available Date	Feb 25, 2009
	Journal	Journal of Affective Disorders
	Print ISSN	0165-0327
	Publisher	Elsevier
	Peer Reviewed	Peer Reviewed
	Volume	81
	Issue	1
	Pages	29-39
	DOI	https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2003.07.001
	Keywords	Depressed mood, Touch, Maternal child-directed speech; Infant emotional response.


            


            

                
                
                    
                        Files


                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Accepted Journal Article
                                                        (315 Kb)
                                                        

                                                        PDF
                                                    


                                                    
                                                        
                                                            
                                                                 Download
                                                            
                                                                                                                            
                                                                     Preview
                                                                
                                                                                                                    

                                                    

                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                                                    

                                            


                                        
                                    


                                                                            
    

    

        
            

        
    

    
    

                                    
                                                                

                                                                        

                
                
                                    
                        Organisation(s)

                        	
                                    
                                        Department of Psychology
                                    
                                


                    

                    


                
                
                
                
                
                
                    You might also like


                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            (As yet) unsolved questions about amniotic fluid-borne flavours and their perception by the human fetus. Reply to the letter by Dr J. G. Alves in Psychological Science
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Chemosensory continuity from prenatal to postnatal life in humans: A systematic review and meta-analysis
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Association between Hyperemesis Gravidarum in pregnancy on postnatal ability of infants to attend to a play task with their mother
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Flavor Sensing in Utero and Emerging Discriminative Behaviours in the Human Fetus
                                         (2022)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            The effects of induced optical blur on visual search performance and training
                                         (2021)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    
                    



                
                Downloadable Citations


                
                                            
                            
                                
                                HTML

                            

                        

                                        
                        
                            
                            BIB

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            RTF

                        

                    

                                    

            


        

    








    
        
            Durham Research Online (DRO) Powered by Worktribe |
            Accessibility
        

    





    

    
        
            About Durham Research Online (DRO)

            
        
        

            Administrator e-mail: dro.admin@durham.ac.uk


            


            This application uses the following open-source libraries:


            


            SheetJS Community Edition

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            PDF.js

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            Font Awesome

            SIL OFL 1.1 (http://scripts.sil.org/OFL)

            MIT License (http://opensource.org/licenses/mit-license.html)

            CC BY 3.0 ( http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/)


            



        
        
            Powered by Worktribe  © 2024

        
    





    

    
        
            Advanced Search

            
        

        

            
                
                    Just leave the fields blank that you don't want to search
                

            

            

                

                Durham Research Online (DRO) ID

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Name

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Year
        
                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Keywords

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Faculties and Departments
                    
                
                    
                        Academic Office
Accommodation & Commercial Services
Advanced Research Computing
Careers and Enterprise
Colleges
Colleges & Student Experience Division
Computing and Information Services
Department of Accounting
Department of Anthropology
Department of Archaeology
Department of Biosciences
Department of Chemistry
Department of Classics & Ancient History
Department of Computer Science
Department of Earth Sciences
Department of Economics
Department of Engineering
Department of English Studies
Department of Finance
Department of Geography
Department of History
Department of Management and Marketing
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Department of Music
Department of Philosophy
Department of Physics
Department of Psychology
Department of Sociology
Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Department of Theology and Religion
Development and Alumni Relations
Durham Centre for Academic Development
Durham Law School
Durham University
Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Estates and Facilities
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Faculty of Business
Faculty of Science
Faculty of Social Sciences and Health
Finance
Finance and Procurement Services
Global Engagement
Governance Support Services
HR & OD
International Office
Legal Services
Marketing and Communications
Office of Vice Provost (Research)
PVC Colleges and Student Experience Office
PVC EDI Division
PVC Global Division
Procurement Services
Professional Services
Provost Division
Provost's Office
Recruitment and Admissions
Research & Innovation Services
Research Institutes
School of Education
School of Government & International Affairs
School of Modern Languages and Cultures
Strategic Planning & Insight Office
Strategy Delivery Unit
Student Support & Wellbeing Directorate
University Assurance Service
University Library and Collections
University Secretary
University Secretary's Office
Vice-Chancellor
Vice-Chancellor's Office
Vice-Provost Education Division
Vice-Provost Research Division


                    

                


                
                Type
                    
                
                    
                        Book
Book Chapter
Conference Proceeding
Dataset
Digital Artefact
Exhibition / Performance
Journal Article
Other
Patent
Physical Artefact
Presentation / Conference
Report
Thesis
Working Paper


                    

                


                
                Publication Status
                    
                
                    
                        Submitted
Accepted
In Press
Published
Unpublished


                    

                


                
                Journal or Publication Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Order the results
                
                
                    
                        
                            By last modified (most recent first)
By last modified (oldest first)
By year (most recent first)
By year (oldest first)
By title


                        

                    

                


            


        
        
            
                
                    Search
                

                
                    Cancel
                

            

        
    







