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                        Abstract

                        Disasters involving severe air pollution episodes create a pressing public health issue. During such emergencies, there may be pressure on agencies to provide solutions to protect affected communities. One possible intervention to reduce exposure during such crises is facemasks. Ethical values need to be considered as part of any decision-making process to assess whether to provide advice on, recommend and/or distribute any public health intervention. In this paper, we use principles from public health ethics to analyse the critical ethical issues that relate to agencies providing advice on, recommending and/or distributing facemasks in air pollution disasters, given a lack of evidence of both the specific risk of some polluting events or the effectiveness of facemasks in community settings. The need for reflection on the ethical issues raised by the possible recommendation/use of facemasks to mitigate potential health issues arising from air pollution disasters is critical as communities progressively seek personal interventions to manage perceived and actual risks. This paper develops an ethical decision-making framework to assist agency deliberations. We argue that clarity around decision-making by agencies, after using this framework, may help increase trust about the intervention and solidarity within and between populations affected by these disasters and the agencies who support public health or provide assistance during disasters.
 
                    

                
                                    
                        Citation

                        
                            McDonald, F., Horwell, C., Wecker, R., Dominelli, L., Loh, M., Kamanyire, R., & Ugarte, C. (2020). Facemask use for community protection from air pollution disasters: An ethical overview and framework to guide agency decision making. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 43, Article 101376. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2019.101376
                        

                    

                
                	Journal Article Type	Article
	Acceptance Date	Oct 25, 2019
	Online Publication Date	Oct 31, 2019
	Publication Date	Jan 28, 2020
	Deposit Date	Nov 26, 2019
	Publicly Available Date	Apr 10, 2024
	Journal	International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction
	Print ISSN	2212-4209
	Publisher	Elsevier
	Peer Reviewed	Peer Reviewed
	Volume	43
	Article Number	101376
	DOI	https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2019.101376


            


            

                
                
                
                
                    
                        Files


                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Published Journal Article
                                                        (662 Kb)
                                                        

                                                        PDF
                                                    


                                                    
                                                        
                                                            
                                                                 Download
                                                            
                                                                                                                            
                                                                     Preview
                                                                
                                                                                                                    

                                                    

                                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                            Publisher Licence URL

                                                            http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
                                                        

                                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                            Copyright Statement

                                                            © 2019 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license.
                                                        

                                                    
                                                    
                                                                                                    

                                            


                                        
                                    


                                                                            
    

    

        
            

        
    

    
    

                                    
                                                                

                                                                        

                
                
                                    
                        Organisation(s)

                        	
                                    
                                        Department of Earth Sciences
                                    
                                


                    
                
                 
                
                
                                    
                        Research Centres


                        	Durham X-Ray Centre
	Institute of Hazard, Risk and Resilience (IHRR)


                    

                    

                
                
                
                


                
                
                
                    You might also like


                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Physicochemical hazard assessment of ash and dome rock from the 2021 eruption of La Soufrière, St Vincent, for the assessment of respiratory health impacts and water contamination
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            The International Volcanic Health Hazard Network (IVHHN): reflections on 20 years of progress
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            The post-2016 long-lasting Vulcanian activity of Sabancaya volcano (Peru) and associated aeolian remobilisation of volcanic ash
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Perceptions of volcanic air pollution and exposure reduction practices on the Island of Hawai‘i: Working towards socially relevant risk communication
                                         (2023)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Volcanic air pollution and human health: recent advances and future directions
                                         (2021)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    
                    



                
                Downloadable Citations


                
                                            
                            
                                
                                HTML

                            

                        

                                        
                        
                            
                            BIB

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            RTF

                        

                    

                                    

            


        
    







    
        
            Durham Research Online (DRO) Powered by Worktribe |
            Accessibility
        

    





    

    
        
            About Durham Research Online (DRO)

            
        

        

                            Administrator e-mail: dro.admin@durham.ac.uk

            
            


            This application uses the following open-source libraries:


            


            SheetJS Community Edition

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            PDF.js

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            Font Awesome

            SIL OFL 1.1 (http://scripts.sil.org/OFL)

            MIT License (http://opensource.org/licenses/mit-license.html)

            CC BY 3.0 ( http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/)


            



        
        
            Powered by Worktribe  © 2024

        

    





    

    
        
            Advanced Search

            
        


        

            

                

                Durham Research Online (DRO) ID

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Name

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Year
        
                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Keywords

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Faculties and Departments
                    
                
                    
                        Academic Office
Accommodation & Commercial Services
Advanced Research Computing
Careers and Enterprise
Colleges
Colleges & Student Experience Division
Computing and Information Services
Department of Accounting
Department of Anthropology
Department of Archaeology
Department of Biosciences
Department of Chemistry
Department of Classics & Ancient History
Department of Computer Science
Department of Earth Sciences
Department of Economics
Department of Engineering
Department of English Studies
Department of Finance
Department of Geography
Department of History
Department of Management and Marketing
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Department of Music
Department of Philosophy
Department of Physics
Department of Psychology
Department of Sociology
Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Department of Theology and Religion
Development and Alumni Relations
Durham Centre for Academic Development
Durham Law School
Durham University
Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Estates and Facilities
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Faculty of Business
Faculty of Science
Faculty of Social Sciences and Health
Finance
Finance and Procurement Services
Global Engagement
Governance Support Services
HR & OD
International Office
Legal Services
Marketing and Communications
Office of Vice Provost (Research)
PVC Colleges and Student Experience Office
PVC EDI Division
PVC Global Division
Procurement Services
Professional Services
Provost Division
Provost's Office
Recruitment and Admissions
Research & Innovation Services
Research Institutes
School of Education
School of Government & International Affairs
School of Modern Languages and Cultures
Strategic Planning & Insight Office
Strategy Delivery Unit
Student Support & Wellbeing Directorate
University Assurance Service
University Library and Collections
University Secretary
University Secretary's Office
Vice-Chancellor
Vice-Chancellor's Office
Vice-Provost Education Division
Vice-Provost Research Division


                    

                


                
                Type
                    
                
                    
                        Book
Book Chapter
Conference Proceeding
Dataset
Digital Artefact
Exhibition / Performance
Journal Article
Other
Patent
Physical Artefact
Presentation / Conference
Report
Thesis
Working Paper


                    

                


                
                Publication Status
                    
                
                    
                        Submitted
Accepted
In Press
Published
Unpublished


                    

                


                
                Journal or Publication Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Order the results
                
                
                    
                        
                            By last modified (most recent first)
By last modified (oldest first)
By year (most recent first)
By year (oldest first)
By title


                        

                    

                


            


        
        
            
                
                    Search
                

            

        

    








