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Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) 
Policy last updated: April 2009 
 
The AHRC requires that funded researchers: 
 
Ensure deposit of a copy of any resultant articles published in journals or conference proceedings in appropriate 
repository wherever possible, ensure deposit of the bibliographical metadata relating to such articles, including a 
link to the publisher’s website, at or around the time of publication. 
 
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/FundingOpportunities/Documents/access%20to%20research%20outputs.pdf 

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) 
Policy last updated: November 2008 
 
For awards from grant applications submitted from 1 October 2006, and for all projects funded at BBSRC-sponsored 
institutes and starting from 1 October 2006, BBSRC will require a copy of any resulting published journal article or 
conference proceedings to be deposited, at the earliest opportunity, in an appropriate e-print repository, wherever 
such a repository is available. 
 
BBSRC is one of the funders of UK PubMed Central - a digital archive of full-text, peer-reviewed research 
publications. UKPMC may be appropriate for papers from all BBSRC funded research. 
 
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/organisation/policies/position/policy/access-research-outputs.aspx 

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
Policy last checked on ESRC web site: May 2011 
 
For all grants awarded as a result of applications submitted from 1 October 2006, it is mandatory, at the earliest 
opportunity, to: 
 

 Deposit a copy of any resultant articles published in journals or conference proceedings, in the ESRC 
research catalogue  

 

 Wherever possible, deposit the bibliographical metadata relating to such articles, including a link to the 
publisher's website, at or around the time of publication, in the ESRC research catalogue. 

 
Grant holders are also encouraged to submit copies of resultant publications and/or associated metadata with 
institutional and other appropriate repositories. 
 
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/guidance/grant-holders/open-access.aspx 

Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) 
Policy last updated: 3 June 2011 
 
All research articles submitted from 1 September 2011 must be published as openly accessible documents. Authors 
choose the most appropriate means, but publishing options include: 
 

 OA journals (subscription-free to readers) 
 

 ‘Hybrid’ subscription journals which offer an up-front ‘pay-to-publish’ fee 
 

 Self-archiving peer-reviewed papers in repositories 
 
http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/infoaccess/Pages/roaccess.aspx 

  

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/FundingOpportunities/Documents/access%20to%20research%20outputs.pdf
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/publications/policy/access_research_outputs.html
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/organisation/policies/position/policy/access-research-outputs.aspx
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/impacts-and-findings/research-catalogue/index.aspx
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/guidance/grant-holders/open-access.aspx
http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/newsevents/casestudies/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/infoaccess/Pages/roaccess.aspx


Summary of UK Research Funding Councils’ Open Access policies 
[Please consult the relevant Council’s own web site for full details] 
 

http://dro.dur.ac.uk dro.admin@durham.ac.uk 0191 334 1586 

 

Medical Research Council (MRC) 
Policy last updated: August 2010 
 
For applications submitted from 1 October 2006 the MRC requires that electronic copies of any research papers 
accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal, which are supported in whole or in part by MRC funding, are 
deposited at the earliest opportunity – and certainly within six months – in UK PubMed Central (UKPMC). 
 
The availability of a research paper from UK PubMed Central (and other PMCI repositories) does not prevent 
authors from also depositing a copy in their own institutional or another subject-based repository should they 
choose to do so or be required to do so by their employing institution. 
 
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Ourresearch/Ethicsresearchguidance/Openaccesspublishing/Guide/index.htm 

Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 
Policy last updated: 20 Aug 2008 
 
From 1 October 2006 NERC requires that, for new funding awards, an electronic copy of any published peer-
reviewed paper, supported in whole or in part by NERC-funding, is deposited at the earliest opportunity in an e-print 
repository.  
 
NERC has established an e-print repository to improve access to the outputs of its research centres. NERC staff will 
be expected to deposit copies of any published peer-reviewed papers, supported in whole or in part by NERC-
funding, in the NERC repository. NERC award holders who do not have access to an appropriate repository through 
their host institution will be able to deposit in the NERC repository. 
 
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/about/access/statement.asp 

Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) 
Policy last updated: 04 March 2008 
 
The Council reaffirms its long-standing view that authors choose where to place their research for publication. 
Furthermore, the Council now also strongly encourages researchers to deposit research outputs resulting from use 
of Council facilities or grants in appropriate open access repositories. Authors should at the earliest opportunity: 
 

 Personally deposit, or otherwise ensure the deposit of, a copy of articles published in journals or 
conference proceedings in an appropriate e-print repository. 

 Wherever possible, personally deposit, or otherwise ensure the deposit of, the bibliographical metadata 
relating to such articles, including a link to the publisher's website, at or around the time of publication. 

 
Which version of the article should be deposited depends upon publishers agreements with their authors. 
 
http://www.stfc.ac.uk/Print%20Publications/3532.aspx 

Wellcome Trust 
Policy last updated:  
 
The Wellcome Trust therefore supports unrestricted access to the published output of research as a fundamental 
part of its charitable mission and a public benefit to be encouraged wherever possible.  
Specifically, the Wellcome Trust:  

 expects authors of research papers to maximise the opportunities to make their results available for free  

 requires electronic copies of any research papers that have been accepted for publication in a peer-
reviewed journal, and are supported in whole or in part by Wellcome Trust funding, to be made available 
through PubMed Central (PMC) and UK PubMed Central (UKPMC) as soon as possible and in any event 
within six months of the journal publisher's official date of final publication  

 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/About-us/Policy/Policy-and-position-statements/WTD002766.htm 
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